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trans-architecture

goooooooooo

Mark and myself were recently asked to give a
talk as part of a series on the subject of trans-
architecture. ‘trans’ as in crossing borders, over-
stepping boundaries between different fields.

It occured to us that we had been crossing
borders all along in more than one sense:

Between us we’ve studied and worked in 6
countries. While at the Royal College of Art we
didn’t study purely architecture, we often hung out
in the other departments, such as sculpture, glass
or jewelry departments for example. Having all
these resources around us we wanted to use them
and let them trans-pire into our projects. Likewise
it has become natural for us to approach architec-
ture in this way too.

For some strange reason we dont seem to be
able to take a break from our job. Whether it’s
after work, during the weekend or a holiday we are
always surrounded by buildings, furniture or
objects. Consciously or subconsiously our eyes are
constantly scanning the surroundings and invari-
ably get caught up studying some detail.
Architecture for us is not a 9-5 job, it is a lifestyle
where inspiration may come from a scene in a film,
from colours in a painting, from an installation in a
gallery or from the a particular surface material of
a nabe pan, bought in some shotengai. Rather than
going directly from A to B on the way to a meeting,
we often try to get lost in the back streets (that’s

why we are always late!) where maybe, if we are
lucky we will discover the unexpected.

At Paul Smith’s exhibition in Tokyo last year it
was great to see a sentence he had written which
read * if you cannot find inspiration around you...
then you are not looking hard enough’.

It is always more interesting to experience
something new or different (the shinhatsu bai dis-
ease we have caught from Japan) whether music,
fashion, film or even food, letting that ‘transcend’
into our own field.

Again the creation of DELUXE, an old ware-
house space in Azabu Juban where we share
offices with interior designers, graphic designers,
sound editors, a DJ cum CG designer and beer
brewers, the latter being the best to facilitate
‘trans’ in every sense - we have to be careful not to
sound like drunk party goers, but we firmly believe
that quality architecture comes from a quality envi-
ronment, which definetely includes enjoyment!

It is in this vain that we hope to create envi-
ronments which of course respect all aspects of the
brief and are appropriate in time and place, but
most of all ‘move’ you by their message and hope-
fully make you smile.
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